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Combating Social Isolation Amid COVID-19
When COvid-19 hit one of our communities, we were prepared. We set-up a partnership with the Ceres Community 
Project, and 500 meals were delivered to our quarantined residents the same day we were informed of a resident’s 
illness. We were able to get all public areas at the property cleaned by a company specializing in removing viruses.  

Thankfully that was our only case among our residents and staff, and the resident has since recovered.

In the beginning of the pandemic, 
we communicated with our 
residents by video, phone and 
written communication. As time 
went on, we began to worry 
about social isolation among our 
residents. We started programs to 
address social isolation including 
entertainment by Petaluma Pete, 
Hawaiian dancers, and distribution 
of tablets to residents that wanted 
to participate in online activities 
such as Chair Yoga. We distributed 
care packages to all residents which included PPE that we 
purchased. We partnered with COVIA who provided “Happy 
mail” to our residents, beautiful handmade cards, and 
utilized their program called Creative Spark.

When caregivers weren’t showing up for work, we paid for 
caregiving for our most vulnerable seniors. We put together 
a quilt project at every property for residents to complete a 
square that will be turned into a quilt. We plan to auction the 
quilts in the near future. (See page 10 for quilt image.)

We purchased megaphones for our 
residents so they could talk to each 
other and stay socially distant and 
for emergency use. 

As the pandemic continues, we 
decided to hire a part-time Activities 
Director to help us put together a 
program with more activities for our 
residents. We will offer a number of 
classes, including craft and cultural 
classes, and provide all the supplies 
needed for those participating in 
online classes.

We installed partitions in the offices of every property to 
keep staff and residents safe. Additionally, we provided 
sanitizer and thermometers for the community rooms.

Our number one concern is ensuring our residents and staff 
are safe and well during the pandemic. We also understand 
how difficult it is to be couped up for months on end. We are 
striving to bring as much happiness as we can during these 
difficult times. s

A Special Thank you to Our COVID-19 Superstar Supporters: Community Foundation Sonoma County, California 
Coalition For Rural Housing, Silicon Valley Bank, LeadingAge California, LeadingAge National, Kiwanis Club of Petaluma, 

James and Patricia Carr, Royce Van Bebber, Tim & Pat Kellgren, Loren & Linda Kramer, Mary Savage

 $25 -  Provides 1 vulnerable senior  
a $25 grocery store card to help 
them through COVID-19

 $50 -   Provides 10 vulnerable seniors 
with cloth masks

 $100 -   Provides 5 seniors with $20 
grocery store cards

 $200 -   Provides entertainment to  
an entire community to help 
with social isolation

 $500 -   Provides 10 vulnerable seniors 
with $50 grocery store cards to 
help them through COVID-19

 $600 -   Provides 10 vulnerable seniors 
with a Amazon Fire tablet to stay 
connected to family and friends

 $1,000 -   Provides enhanced cleaning 
supplies for common spaces for 
5 communities for one month

Your Gift Will Protect Our Vulnerable 
Seniors from COVID-19 and Social Isolation 

Please send your tax-deductible 
contribution to:  

PEP Housing, 625 Acacia Lane, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95409  

or donate online at pephousing.org
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Executive Director’s Spotlight

Over the last several months, it seems our lives have been turned upside down. 

Nothing is “normal” anymore. I used to take for granted a dinner out, a hug from my 

son or a trip to the mall. Life was 24/7 — go go go — until it wasn’t anymore. One day 

we woke up to something unfamiliar with no experience on how to deal with it.  

What seemed like a lifetime 
ago, COVID-19 made its way 
to the United States. I was on 
a trip with some friends to 

Southern California when we heard about the first cases in 
the United States. We talked about it, but we couldn’t see 
the depth of what it would become in February. Flying home, 
we started to feel a little uncomfortable about the germs 
around us in the airport and on the 
airplane. After that, the rest is a blur.

I can’t remember the day we decided 
that employees that weren’t front line 
workers wouldn’t go to the corporate 
office anymore or if they did, would 
socially distance themselves. It seemed so 
long ago when we were running around 
buying laptops for staff and trying to set 
up operations in a way we had never 
done before. I can’t remember what it 
was like to have an in-person meeting. I’ve 
had at least two hundred zoom meetings 
since. Days blur into the next, and I often 
find myself asking my husband what day 
of the week it is. Today my entire workspace where  
I spend 8-10 hours each day is only sixty inches long.  

I have a clay pot of all the pens and highlighters I might need 
with art tools, scissors and clay nearby. I put on a dress for 
the first time in several months just so I could remember 
what it felt like to wear something that I would normally wear 
to the office. Thankfully I have my three dogs that keep me 
entertained. My sixteen-year-old Bahamian street dog isn’t 
doing well, but he is enjoying spending 24/7 with his mom  
at his side. 

As if COVID-19 wasn’t enough, we dealt 
with PG&E power shutdowns at some 
of our properties. The Glass fire forced 
Acacia Lane Senior Apartments and 
our Corporate office to evacuate. This 
happened a day after I got out of the 
hospital from having extensive surgery. I 
remember thinking to myself “what have 
I done to not get a few days of reprieve 
from something else happening”. Another 
fire in Oroville recently forced a short-
term evacuation of Orange Tree Senior 
Apartments. When the phone rings now, 
I expect something and if there isn’t 
anything, I am pleasantly surprised. This 

combined with the political discord in Washington and my 
surgery makes it pretty difficult to stay positive. 
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“The little things seem so precious now. While we 

probably won’t ever go back to the old way of doing things,  

I can tell you I will never take for granted the things we  

had to give up during this pandemic.”
 —  Mary Stompe, Executive Director, PEP Housing

For me, I turned to art. It’s something I have control over.  
I started making polymer clay faces with face masks. I made 
a few dozen and posted them on Facebook asking what I 
should do with these faces. John Mayer, aka Petaluma Pete, 
said I should decorate a piano with them. Game 
on. Before I knew it, I had 100 of them. I got 
tired of making little faces with masks, so I 
turned to rock art. I searched everywhere 
for the perfect rocks until I got smart 
and went to the landscape store 
and bought 100 perfect rocks for 
twenty cents each. I watched a few 
YouTube videos, and I started painting 
dozens of rocks using a dot mandala 
technique. My front garden has these 
rocks everywhere because they are 
bright and colorful and make me smile.

When Petaluma Pete showed up with a piano 
to decorate, I literally glued on my 100 little faces 
and painted mandalas on the side of the piano. Look for it in 
downtown Petaluma. It’s called Faces of COVID. 

Soon I got tired of painting rocks, so I started making jewelry 
out of polymer clay. After creating many more pieces than 
I could possibly use, some Christmas ornaments, hairclips 
and more, I went on to painting. My weekly online watercolor 
class passed the time, so I continue to try and learn. I have 
already gone down the road of acrylic pours and painting, 
so I painted a pig, a dog, some creative art and a variety of 
other paintings that lay on the floor in my office. I found a 
bag of pinecones, so I searched on YouTube for pinecone art 

and turned them into flowers which became a wreath—and 
many more creations. If this pandemic doesn’t end soon, my 
house will be filled with what I am calling “COVID art.” 

For me, finding a distraction has been the best way to 
get through COVID-19. Art is that distraction for 

me. We are trying to offer as much as we 
can to our residents so they too can get 

through this very difficult time. If you 
are sheltering in place, by yourself, it’s 
easy to get down. Humans need other 
humans. We aren’t meant to be alone.

I’m looking forward to going to the 
office and seeing my co-workers —

smiling at them, taking a walk with 
them, going out for a cup of coffee or 

lunch with them and much more. The 
little things seem so precious now. While we 

probably won’t ever go back to the old way of 
doing things, I can tell you I will never take for granted 

the things we had to give up during this pandemic. 

Until then, stay safe.  
I look forward to seeing you in person!

Enjoy some of my crazy creations.

Mary Stompe, Executive Director, PEP Housing
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Honor Roll of Donors ~ 2/1/20-10/30/20

Master Builders ($20,000+)

Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Community Foundation Sonoma County 
Tamalpais Pacific  
The Harry and Jeannette 
 Weinberg Foundation  
The Home Depot Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation  

Builders ($7,500 - $19,999)

California Coalition of Rural Housing 
Silicon Valley Bank  
Sonoma County Vinters Foundation 

Patrons ($2,500 - $5,000)

Bank of Marin 
Kiwanis Club 
LeadingAge California 
LeadingAge National 
Robert W. Hayes Architects 
Tri Counties Bank 

Stewards ($1,000 - $2,499)

Emerson, Donna 
Exchange Bank  
Gubb & Barshay LLP  

Imm, Gary and Lynn 
Carr, James and Patricia 
Lieb, Blance 
McNabb Foundation  
Rodkin, Richard & Susan 
Savage, Mary 
Spiteri, Narasky & Daley, LLP 

Supporters ($500 - $999)

Attubato, Robert 
Craig S. Meltzner & Associates
Hesse, Robert 
Merritt Community Capital  
Pay Pal Giving Fund  
Pryden, Ben 
Pryden, Sean 
Van Bebber, Royce and Carolee 
Wells Fargo Employee Matching 

Associates ($100 - $499)

Archibald, Winifred
Bertram, Marlene
Burink, Elizabeth
Collins, Stephen
Custom Plumbing

Craig Wagner
Elim Lutheran Church 
Eugene Burger  
 Management Corporation 
Gorham, Wendy
Hittenberger, Tina
Joyce, William
Kellgren, Tim
Kramer, Loren and Linda
Mattes, Hans
Moore, Cheryl
Olson, Christopher and Diane
Perlman, Dean
Proud, Alfred and Beverly
Schiller, John and Nancy
Sergneri, John
Sharke, Richard and Lucille
Stompe, Brian and Susan
Tasselmyer, Steve and Vivian
Teplitz, Ron and Mary Jo
Two Rock Valley Presbyterian Church 
Wells Fargo Employee Matching 
Wilson, Nancy
Yates, Sandra
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Thank You! We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list. If you notice an error, please accept our sincere apology and alert us by calling 707-762-2336. 

LeadingAge California and LeadingAge National Donation
LeadingAge California and LeadingAge National donated $2,500 each to support PEP Housing’s Acacia Lane Senior 
Apartments during the Glass fire. When emergencies happen, and there have been many this year, one of the first 
organizations we hear from is LeadingAge to see if they can assist in any way. Our residents at Acacia Lane Senior 
Apartments had just been through a PG&E shutdown when the Glass fire started, coming within a few miles of the property 
and PEP’s Corporate office. Property Management staff — Dominic Roybal, Jennifer Harris and Jessica Tunis — knocked on 
doors in the middle of the night and evacuated the property. The property was threatened for several days, but thankfully 
we got through the fires without any damage. We used the funds that LeadingAge California and LeadingAge National 
donated for $100 grocery gift cards for residents, many who lost their food during the PG&E power shutoffs. Thank you 
LeadingAge for your amazing partnership and for caring for our residents. s 

Create a Quilt Block for a Cause
PEP Housing is embarking on creating ten twin-size and 5 lap-size 
community-based quilts from squares that will be created by our 
residents. This project will give our residents something to do while they 
are sheltering in place due to COVID-19. The theme is “Home is Where 
our Hearts Belong”. Due to the pandemic, PEP Housing was unable 
to host our annual fundraising Gala event. These quilts made by our 
residents will be auctioned off as a fundraiser to continue to support our 
mission of “Building communities with a heart”. PEP is working with the 
City of Santa Rosa to display the quilts on their website since the gallery 
space located in the Council Chambers is closed. Happy Quilting! s

Charlie the Cat Finds Her Forever Home 
What can we say about Charlie? Well, Charlie is a cat 
— a feral cat. It’s that simple, but not really. We first met 
Charlie, aka Mama Kitty, when we discovered she had a litter 
of babies in rolled-up carpet in the yard of our 
Petaluma Corporate Office. There, we found 
six tiny kittens and a very protective mom. 
We decided to call her Mama Kitty, to trap 
her and have her spayed and vaccinated. 
We went to work adopting out each 
of her kittens (our former Director of 
Property Management and Compliance 
adopted one of the kittens). After 
successfully adopting out all the kittens 
and getting Mama Kitty a checkup, we 
decided she could live her life at our office.

As time went by, we renamed her Charlie because 
she reminded us of Charlie Chaplin. For almost 15 years, 
she hung around the office, outside most of the time, 
begging for food and sometimes shelter, which we gave her. 
Every morning, the first person in the office would make 
sure she was fed and watered.  

Eventually, we put a litter box in the file room hoping to 
train her for the indoors, but to no avail. She refused to be 

an indoor kitty. Mary kept a bed in her office near her desk, 
and sometimes when Charlie was tired of the cold outdoors, 
she would curl up by Mary’s feet and sleep.

As we were preparing to move the Corporate 
Office to Santa Rosa, one of our main 

concerns was Charlie. What would happen 
to her? Who would feed her? So many 
questions and so much concern for 
our beloved cat, but our amazing 
Maintenance Department came to her 
rescue, building a large cage for her 

in the carport area of our new office. It 
was like having a cool apartment with a 

climbing post, a covered bed and all the 
comforts of home. Pam Lemos even added 

plants from our old corporate office to make her 
feel more at home.

When the recent Glass Fire happened in October, we 
realized it was not a good place for Charlie. The area was 
under a mandatory evacuation, and we were unable to 
move Charlie. Thankfully, the Sonoma County Humane 
Society stepped in and rescued her, and we are forever 
grateful for their help.                          > Continued on page 11

resiDents’ corner

In the meantime, our long-time Office Manager, Karen 
Garrity, found Charlie her forever home. In Karen’s own 
words, “After being relocated from 951 to Acacia Lane and then 
experiencing the fire evacuation, Charlie has found her forever 
home with the Williams family in Sacramento. She has claimed 
the master bedroom as hers and is starting to interact with the 
other house kitty, Catalina. 

Heather (Mom) says Charlie likes to take naps, using her  
hand as a pillow. So glad that Charlie has a new home and 
loving family.”

We are all happy for Charlie. PEP Housing not only builds 
and manages affordable housing for our human seniors, we 
find loving homes for our four-legged seniors as well. It’s a 
happy ending for our favorite PEP mascot! s

Continued form page 10
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Pony Express Senior Apartments
Outside of Sonoma County, Pony Express Senior 
Apartments in Vacaville is moving closer to being 
fully funded, and we are preparing to break 
ground in spring of 2021. The project will provide 
59 units of affordable housing to seniors as well 
as PEP’s tried and true amenities: a community 
room with full kitchen, raised garden beds, 
fenced dog-run, and a Wellness Center. PEP 
Housing looks forward to making it’s first project 
in Solano County a reality in 2022. s

Projects in DeveloPment

River City Senior Apartments 
River City Senior Apartments in Petaluma, California, broke ground in September 
2020 and will be completed in early 2022. Located along the picturesque Petaluma 
River, with eastward views of Sonoma Mountain, this project will provide quality 
affordable housing to 53 seniors and senior veterans on limited incomes. 
Residents will enjoy the proximity to historic Downtown Petaluma and its many 
amenities. The site will include a community room with full kitchen, raised garden 
beds, a fenced dog-run, an outdoor patio with gazebo and barbeque along the 
riverfront, as well as PEP Housing’s first onsite Wellness Center where residents 
can meet with participating health and wellness providers. 

Another first for PEP and River City Senior Apartments was hosting our  
groundbreaking-by-mail, a creative workaround to celebrate the project’s  
groundbreaking safely with our supporters during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Supporters were mailed boxes that included a mini set of blueprints, a  
carpenter’s pencil imprinted with the projects name, a coupon for ice-cream from 

Clover Sonoma, and a tiny gold shovel attached to the announcement, all tucked inside a box of cedar wood shavings.  
We hope that our supporters felt appreciated and that the boxes brought some joy to their day. s

Redwood Trees Get a Second Life
With PEP Housing’s River City Senior Apartments, we had 
to remove five large redwood trees. We wanted to give the 
trees another life, so we offered them to the County of Marin 
for their restoration project at Roy’s Redwoods.

Roy’s Redwoods Open Space Preserve is a 
293-acre Marin County Open Space Preserve 
located within the San Geronimo Creek 
Watershed, a tributary to Lagunitas Creek 
that flows into Tomales Bay. The Preserve 
supports an abundance of wildlife and plant 
species, including the federally endangered 
northern spotted owl. The upper Larsen 
Creek alluvial valley, on the west side of the 
Preserve, is home to an old growth redwood forest with 
dozens of individual trees boasting diameters between 95 
and 145 inches. The Preserve also provides easy access 

for families, hikers, and other visitors to experience the 
wonders of the redwood forest up close. As a result of 
unmanaged visitor use within the terrace redwood grove, 
a sprawling network of social trails has developed through 
the alluvial valley of Roy’s Redwoods, resulting in habitat 
degradation and impaired hydrologic function. The Marin 

County Parks seek to protect diverse 
biological resources that the area offers, 
improve hydrologic function, preserve the 
rich history of the landscape, and provide 
sustainable infrastructure for visitors to 
enjoy Roy’s Redwoods well into the future. 
The general concept for restoration is to 
provide a legible visitor circulation system 

that maintains the exploratory and immersive experience of 
the old growth redwood forest yet does not compromise the 
natural hydrologic processes and habitat of the alluvial. s

RIVER CIty SENIOR APARtmENtS  IN PEtALumA BREAkS GROuND!
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Linda Tunis Senior Apartments
Close by in Santa Rosa, next to our new corporate offices, PEP is gearing up to rehabilitate the former Scottish Rite Event 
Center into the Linda Tunis Senior Apartments project, 26 studio apartments for seniors ages 55+ with priority placement 
for those impacted by federally declared disasters such as the unprecedented wildfires our region has experienced over 
the past four years. PEP is working hard to build this project as quickly and affordably as possible by rehabbing an existing 
building and funding the project with private grants, donations and local public agency funds. The project will retain the  
large dining hall and commercial kitchen for the use and enjoyment of PEP residents’ social gatherings and functions in  
the future. s
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Art Cooper has been a Board 
member with PEP Housing 
for a total of 16 years, 12 
of those years serving in 
an Officer capacity. He will 
complete his final term as 
President of the Board in 
2020, serving in this role 
from 2014-2016 and 2018-
2020. Art also served as Vice 

President in 2009, 2012, 2013 and 2017 and as Treasurer  
in 2010 and 2011.

As President, he attends all committee meetings (Finance, 
Administration and Development) as well as the Board 
meetings. He attends all of PEP Housing’s events and has 
been instrumental in helping PEP more than double in 
size since he joined the Board of Directors. Art has been 
an incredible mentor to the Board and staff and is always 
available to talk. 

Art worked tirelessly to help our senior population age in 
place with grace and dignity. The compassion he brought 
to the role of Board President is unmatched. It requires 
an individual who understands the many challenges our 
seniors endure related to affordable housing, and Art gets 
it. He is their “cheerleader”, fighting for their rights to live 
comfortably and safely in a beautiful home they can afford. 
He explores various funding opportunities, unafraid to 
ask others to help PEP Housing continue its mission as a 
nonprofit corporation dedicated to providing seniors living 
on limited incomes access to affordable, quality housing with 
supportive services and advocacy. 

Under Art’s leadership, the following projects were 
completed, adding another 455 units of affordable housing 
to our inventory (with another 135 in predevelopment):

 2017 – Sun House Senior Apartments

 2014 – Kellgren Senior Apartments

 2014 – Orange Tree Senior Apartments

 2012 – Acacia Lane Senior Apartments 

 2011 – Toussin Senior Apartments

 2008 – Casa Grande Senior Apartments

Additionally, he helped acquire the former Scottish Rite 
Masonic Lodge and office building where PEP relocated the 
corporate offices. River City Senior Apartments, a 54-unit 
senior veterans project, broke ground in 2020 and will be 
completed in 2022. Pony Express Senior Apartments, a  
60-unit senior project, should break ground in 2021.

Art has been such an important part of our organization 
and spends many hours supporting our mission. Not only 
has he given hundreds of hours in volunteer time, he also 
supported PEP with regular donations. He has such a 
passion for seniors and the work we do as an organization. 
His quiet and calm demeanor are greatly appreciated  
among staff. s

thank you, Art Cooper, for your years of Leadership Farewell to Rich Rodkin. PEP Announces “The Rodkin Community  
Center” at River City Senior Apartments

Staff’S Corner • UpdateS 
Promotions
Marilyn Buono – Promoted to Resident Services Manager 
in March 2020, overseeing all aspects of the Resident Services 
Department and staff. 

Updates
Erin Hoffman – Title changed to Senior Resident Services 
Coordinator, providing support and training to the department 
and staff.

Jessica Tunis – Acacia Lane Senior Apartments Property Man-
ager, separated PEP in October 2020. Jessica will be missed, 
and we wish her well!

575 Vallejo Street Community Room 
Named in Honor of President Art Cooper 

We thought it fitting to name our 575 Vallejo Street 
Community Room the “Cooper Community Room” in 

honor of Art Cooper’s 16 years of Board service to PEP 
Housing. Art’s most recent appointment was as Board 

President from 2018-2020. We will have a naming 
event when restrictions related to COVID-19 are lifted.

After 15 years of dedicated service as a PEP Housing Board member, Rich is leaving the 
Board at the end of 2020. As a Sound Engineer, his expertise in housing development has 
been invaluable. To show our gratitude for his years of service, we decided to name River City 
Senior Apartments Community Room after Rich — ”The Rodkin Community Room”. 

Since 2005, Rich served as a PEP Board member, former President and Vice President of the 
Board of Directors. He served as President from 2011-2013 and Vice President from 2016-
2019. Additionally, Rich has been an active member of the Housing Development Committee.  

In Rich’s own words, “I first learned about PEP in 1981 at Elim Lutheran Church, one of the 
founding members. Through the years I assisted during the environmental review and design of 
several PEP properties before joining the Board in 2005”.

Rich plans to pursue his work with the New Life Band after retiring from the PEP Board. “My wife Susan and I were introduced 
to the New Life Band (officially the New Life Ministries Mission to Youth and Students, Arusha, Tanzania) in 2004 when they first 
visited our church. After 26 years of service to the youth in their country, the group had just started construction of a secondary 
school. We realized they were “the real deal” and began our support. The school opened in 2008 and continues today. We visited 
Tanzania several times, providing us the opportunity to stay in their homes and get to know them. We learned what wonderful 
people they are, and how they use their incredible musical gifts to reach the youth in their country and change lives. In 2015 we  
took over as the coordinators of their tours to California”. 

Rich has been an integral part of PEP Housing over the years and will be greatly missed by all of us! s

the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation Donation
The Harry and Jeannette Weinberg Foundation provided 
a grant for the Linda Tunis Senior Apartments project for 
$900,000. This incredibly generous donation has contributed 
greatly to our fundraising goal of $7.1M to rehab the former 
Scottish Rite Masonic Building in Santa Rosa. The project 
will house low-income seniors that have been impacted by 
a federally-declared disaster. Construction is expected to 
begin in early 2021. s

Senator mike mcGuire Speaking 
November 18th
Senator McGuire will be speaking to PEP Housing’s Board of 
Directors and senior staff at the upcoming Board Installation 
lunch on November 18th. Senator McGuire represents 
several of the communities in which PEP works, including  
Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Marin, Mendocino, Sonoma,  
and Trinity. s

Bob Chappell and the Stahl Company 
Donate a toolbox Full of tools
Thanks to the generosity of Bob Chappell, Morrison Living, 
and the Stahl Company, PEP received this beautiful tool 
kit packed with amazing tools. When Mr. Chappell won 
the raffle prize at the LeadingAge California PAC event, he 
donated it to a community in Santa Rosa that was impacted 
by the fires. PEP Housing was the recipient of this wonderful 
prize. Thank you LeadingAge California, Bob Chappell, and 
the Stahl Company. s
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it. He is their “cheerleader”, fighting for their rights to live 
comfortably and safely in a beautiful home they can afford. 
He explores various funding opportunities, unafraid to 
ask others to help PEP Housing continue its mission as a 
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senior veterans project, broke ground in 2020 and will be 
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and we wish her well!
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Community Room the “Cooper Community Room” in 
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Housing. Art’s most recent appointment was as Board 
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event when restrictions related to COVID-19 are lifted.
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2019. Additionally, Rich has been an active member of the Housing Development Committee.  
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several PEP properties before joining the Board in 2005”.
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to the New Life Band (officially the New Life Ministries Mission to Youth and Students, Arusha, Tanzania) in 2004 when they first 
visited our church. After 26 years of service to the youth in their country, the group had just started construction of a secondary 
school. We realized they were “the real deal” and began our support. The school opened in 2008 and continues today. We visited 
Tanzania several times, providing us the opportunity to stay in their homes and get to know them. We learned what wonderful 
people they are, and how they use their incredible musical gifts to reach the youth in their country and change lives. In 2015 we  
took over as the coordinators of their tours to California”. 

Rich has been an integral part of PEP Housing over the years and will be greatly missed by all of us! s

the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation Donation
The Harry and Jeannette Weinberg Foundation provided 
a grant for the Linda Tunis Senior Apartments project for 
$900,000. This incredibly generous donation has contributed 
greatly to our fundraising goal of $7.1M to rehab the former 
Scottish Rite Masonic Building in Santa Rosa. The project 
will house low-income seniors that have been impacted by 
a federally-declared disaster. Construction is expected to 
begin in early 2021. s

Senator mike mcGuire Speaking 
November 18th
Senator McGuire will be speaking to PEP Housing’s Board of 
Directors and senior staff at the upcoming Board Installation 
lunch on November 18th. Senator McGuire represents 
several of the communities in which PEP works, including  
Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Marin, Mendocino, Sonoma,  
and Trinity. s

Bob Chappell and the Stahl Company 
Donate a toolbox Full of tools
Thanks to the generosity of Bob Chappell, Morrison Living, 
and the Stahl Company, PEP received this beautiful tool 
kit packed with amazing tools. When Mr. Chappell won 
the raffle prize at the LeadingAge California PAC event, he 
donated it to a community in Santa Rosa that was impacted 
by the fires. PEP Housing was the recipient of this wonderful 
prize. Thank you LeadingAge California, Bob Chappell, and 
the Stahl Company. s
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Pony Express Senior Apartments
Outside of Sonoma County, Pony Express Senior 
Apartments in Vacaville is moving closer to being 
fully funded, and we are preparing to break 
ground in spring of 2021. The project will provide 
59 units of affordable housing to seniors as well 
as PEP’s tried and true amenities: a community 
room with full kitchen, raised garden beds, 
fenced dog-run, and a Wellness Center. PEP 
Housing looks forward to making it’s first project 
in Solano County a reality in 2022. s

Projects in DeveloPment

River City Senior Apartments 
River City Senior Apartments in Petaluma, California, broke ground in September 
2020 and will be completed in early 2022. Located along the picturesque Petaluma 
River, with eastward views of Sonoma Mountain, this project will provide quality 
affordable housing to 53 seniors and senior veterans on limited incomes. 
Residents will enjoy the proximity to historic Downtown Petaluma and its many 
amenities. The site will include a community room with full kitchen, raised garden 
beds, a fenced dog-run, an outdoor patio with gazebo and barbeque along the 
riverfront, as well as PEP Housing’s first onsite Wellness Center where residents 
can meet with participating health and wellness providers. 

Another first for PEP and River City Senior Apartments was hosting our  
groundbreaking-by-mail, a creative workaround to celebrate the project’s  
groundbreaking safely with our supporters during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Supporters were mailed boxes that included a mini set of blueprints, a  
carpenter’s pencil imprinted with the projects name, a coupon for ice-cream from 

Clover Sonoma, and a tiny gold shovel attached to the announcement, all tucked inside a box of cedar wood shavings.  
We hope that our supporters felt appreciated and that the boxes brought some joy to their day. s

Redwood Trees Get a Second Life
With PEP Housing’s River City Senior Apartments, we had 
to remove five large redwood trees. We wanted to give the 
trees another life, so we offered them to the County of Marin 
for their restoration project at Roy’s Redwoods.

Roy’s Redwoods Open Space Preserve is a 
293-acre Marin County Open Space Preserve 
located within the San Geronimo Creek 
Watershed, a tributary to Lagunitas Creek 
that flows into Tomales Bay. The Preserve 
supports an abundance of wildlife and plant 
species, including the federally endangered 
northern spotted owl. The upper Larsen 
Creek alluvial valley, on the west side of the 
Preserve, is home to an old growth redwood forest with 
dozens of individual trees boasting diameters between 95 
and 145 inches. The Preserve also provides easy access 

for families, hikers, and other visitors to experience the 
wonders of the redwood forest up close. As a result of 
unmanaged visitor use within the terrace redwood grove, 
a sprawling network of social trails has developed through 
the alluvial valley of Roy’s Redwoods, resulting in habitat 
degradation and impaired hydrologic function. The Marin 

County Parks seek to protect diverse 
biological resources that the area offers, 
improve hydrologic function, preserve the 
rich history of the landscape, and provide 
sustainable infrastructure for visitors to 
enjoy Roy’s Redwoods well into the future. 
The general concept for restoration is to 
provide a legible visitor circulation system 

that maintains the exploratory and immersive experience of 
the old growth redwood forest yet does not compromise the 
natural hydrologic processes and habitat of the alluvial. s

RIVER CIty SENIOR APARtmENtS  IN PEtALumA BREAkS GROuND!
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Linda Tunis Senior Apartments
Close by in Santa Rosa, next to our new corporate offices, PEP is gearing up to rehabilitate the former Scottish Rite Event 
Center into the Linda Tunis Senior Apartments project, 26 studio apartments for seniors ages 55+ with priority placement 
for those impacted by federally declared disasters such as the unprecedented wildfires our region has experienced over 
the past four years. PEP is working hard to build this project as quickly and affordably as possible by rehabbing an existing 
building and funding the project with private grants, donations and local public agency funds. The project will retain the  
large dining hall and commercial kitchen for the use and enjoyment of PEP residents’ social gatherings and functions in  
the future. s
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The relationships we built with our partners over the years 
are proving to be more important than ever. Partnerships 
are powerful, and this has been demonstrated over and over 
again in 2020!

Everyone is trying their best to do the right thing as we 
continue to battle the pandemic and ongoing disasters 
we encounter along the way. We listen to and follow 
government guidelines telling us to shelter-in-place, limit 
personal contact with others, wear masks and social 
distance. They say, “Please do not have large gatherings 
during Memorial, Independence, and Labor Day, Yom Kippur, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Chinese New Year, bar mitzvahs, 

Hanukkah, weddings, birthdays” — and the list goes on. 
These instructions keep us safe and healthy, and we are 
grateful our leaders care enough to provide guidelines 
to protect us. Rest assured we will continue to follow the 
guidelines and ensure the wellbeing of our employees, 
residents and communities. 

PEP Housing was unable to host its annual fundraising  
event normally held in September, so donations for  
2020 are significantly lower than normal. We are eternally  
thankful, however, for everything we received throughout  
the year. The generosity of people is astounding, to say  
the least. s

Floods, earthquakes and fires are all-natural disasters we 
might expect to experience during our lifetime. A Pandemic 
is something we never even considered. Thankfully 
LeadingAge National stepped up immediately and took 
on a key role none of us were prepared to do. Talk about 
an organization that “pivoted” to meet the needs of their 
members — LeadingAge did this successfully with little 
advance notice.

LeadingAge National provided daily updates on the virus, 
covering every sector of membership from nursing homes 
to affordable housing, updates on resources, PPE and so 
much more. Our Executive Director, Mary Stompe, had the 
honor of being interviewed during one of the daily COVID-19 
calls. After all these months, LeadingAge National is still 
holding the calls twice a week, with a third call for housing 

providers only. Having this resource has been invaluable and 
allowed PEP to stay on top of the latest information related 
to COVID-19.

“The daily webinars produced by LeadingAge National 
provides a sense of normalcy during a very abnormal time,” 
Mary Stompe said. “Having a regular, daily call was something 
that kept my schedule predictable, the exact opposite of  
this virus.”

LeadingAge members from across the County shared 
experiences, successes and failures, resources and more, 
and together, we found ways to deal with a situation we 
never had to deal with in most of our lifetimes.

Thank you LeadingAge National for your support, your 
compassion and your incredible staff. s

the Power of Partnerships LeadingAge National — Our Source for All things Pandemic

Collaboration for Food Distribution
• Bethlehem Foundation

• COVIA

•  Community Foundation  
Sonoma County

• Kiwanis of Petaluma

• Jim and Patricia Carr

• Leading Age of California

• Leading Age National

• Redwood Empire Food Bank

• Royce and Carolee Van Bebber

• Tim Kellgren

•   California Coalition for Rural 
Housing

• Silicon Valley Bank

Thanks to all our partners who supported PEP Housing for COVID-19 related expenses and worked  
collaboratively with us as we balance difficult decisions in these very challenging times.  

Some of these partners include the following:
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Door-to-door delivery to our residents has been provided, 
in close collaboration with Redwood Empire Food Bank, to 
nine of our communities. In addition, UNA VIDA had been 
making a weekly donation of food commodities to Mountain 
View. We also received food donations from Penngrove, and 
frozen yogurt to Vallejo Senior Apartments and Kellgren on 
Halloween. Both Orange Tree and Sun House have ongoing 
food distribution. s

Partnerships are powerful, and this has been demonstrated over and over again in 2020!


